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Traffic Snapshot 
 
● MAHB network of airports reached a significant milestone again in July 2024, setting new highs 

and surpassing the 12 million marks for the first time since 2020. 
● It is noteworthy to note that Malaysia and Turkey operations recorded the highest passengers in 

July 2024, with 8.5 million and 3.9 million passenger movements, respectively. July peak tails the 
pre-pandemic seasonal trend for the year, an indication that traffic is on an optimistic growth 
trajectory. 

● The international passenger movements continued to exceed the pre-pandemic passengers by 
6.1% in July 2024, an achievement recorded for the third consecutive month.  The surge in 
passenger movements corresponded with the conclusion of the Hajj season, the onset of summer 
travel season, airlines continuing expansion to new routes, additional frequencies, and the 
commencement of new airlines. 

● Local airports in Malaysia handled by MAHB for the first time surpassed the 8 million passenger 
movements mark, a new record for the year, recording 4.5 million for international passengers 
and exceeding the 4.0 million marks for domestic passengers, reaching 95.5% and 88.5% of July 
2019 levels respectively.  

● Istanbul SGIA continued to record highs with 3.9 million passenger movements for July 2024, a 
14.1% increase compared to the same corresponding month in 2019. The surge of summer 
holiday travel and airlines’ introduction of new routes and additional frequencies drove the 
international passenger movements to a new high for the year, recording close to 2.0 million 
representing a double-digit growth of 41.8% over July 2019, while domestic passenger 
movements reached 1.9 million, achieving 95.1% of July 2019 levels. 
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Overview of Traffic 
 
MAHB network of airports recorded 77.4 million passenger movements year-to-date July, reaching 
95.9% of 2019 levels, a steady recovery rate above 95% registered since May 2024. July 2024 
passenger movements registered a new high for this year trailing 2019 seasonal traffic trends 
indicating movements towards normalization and growth of traffic at the tail-end of recovering from 
COVID-19 impact. Airlines’ network expansion to more international routes through new operations, 
additional frequencies and new airlines operation, drove the international passengers to 6.4 million 
passengers, surpassing 2019 July levels by 6.1%.  The international passenger movements have 
continued to register growth over 2019 monthly movements for the third consecutive month. Domestic 
passenger movements also registered new highs with 5.9 million passengers for July, achieving 
90.5% of July 2019 levels. 
 
On the local front, Malaysia Airports registered strong performance in the first seven months of 2024, 
exceeding the 8 million marks for the first time since COVID-19 in July marking the highest level for 
2024. The growth was driven by the international sector with key markets namely, Indonesia, China 
and Singapore continuing to perform as the top three countries for the month of July. The addition of 
Qingdao Airlines and the additional frequencies by airlines to and from China and Indonesia have 
boosted total seat capacity recovery to 85.8%. AirAsia added Sihanoukville with thrice weekly 
frequency from Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA). China Eastern Airlines introduced new 
flights to Yantai with twice weekly frequency and commenced daily flights to Changsha and Nanjing. 
Batik Air Malaysia introduced twice a weekly frequency from KLIA to Lombok. Firefly added four times 
weekly frequencies from Tawau Airport to Chengdu and Macao. Shenzhen Airlines commenced thrice 
weekly frequency from Penang International Airport to Shenzhen. Notably, the Middle East region 
namely, UAE, Qatar and Saudi registered growth in passenger movements in July mostly driven by 
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the Hajj season. Furthermore, the average load factor for July improved by 2.1 percentage points to 
82.6% over June at 81.5%, reflecting a positive trend in demand. 
 
Istanbul SGIA has reached a significant milestone, with 23.9 million passengers recorded in the first 
seven months of 2024, reflecting a 14.5% increase over the period in 2023 and a double-digit increase 
of 17.6% over the same period in the year 2019. The growth has been largely driven by international 
passenger movements, with 12.4 million passengers recorded in the first seven months, marking a 
13.7% increase over 2023 and a 59.2% rise over 2019. Ajet introduced a new route to Skopje with 
four weekly frequencies, further enhancing the airport's connectivity and presence in Southeastern 
Europe. Pegasus Airline launched a new route to Mashhad with twice weekly frequency and increased 
frequency to Dortmund from 5 times to 7 times weekly. In addition, Pegasus Airline has resumed their 
service to Podgorica with a 3 times weekly frequency. Domestic passenger movements registered 
11.5 million passengers in the first seven months, a 15.4% increase over the same period in 2023. 
Istanbul SGIA passenger movements are expected to remain strong, driven by the airline's route 
expansions and the summer season demands. 
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